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waste management

New technology flows into Kinglake

A new waste technology

that has been the stalwart of
building projects in the United
States of America and New
Zealand is now being used to
rebuild a part of Kinglake West
reports Jonathan Jackson,

ebuilding infrastructure after
R a natural disaster can he an
arduous task. The bushfires that
swept through Kinglake and surraunding
areas of country Victoria left little in jts
wake. In relatlan to plumbing, pipes were
destroyed and many septic tank and
effluent disposal systems damaged.
Foran area in Kinglake West, the

fires meant that an existing sewerage

project was fast tracked to tie in with

the rebuilding of the community. This

area had been a case study area for

Yarra Valley Water since 2006, and had

been identified as being best suited for

servicing by a sustainable sewerage
system thatincorporates:

LA greywater system that treats
greywater from the shower and laundry
to a high standard for recyeling foruse
with garden irrigation, toilet Aushing
and clothes washing.

2. Auring separating system that allows
urine to be diverted to a secure storage
tank onsite, while solids and toilet
paper are flushed to sewer via the
interceptor tank.

3.Aurine storage tank that is installed
under the house orunderground where
possible, It stores urine from the urine
separating toilet until itis collected by
truck. The tank itself and the pipewark
from the toilet have an airtight seal.

An interceptor tank which consists of 3

small pump and starage tank which are

allinstalled underground. This collects
waslewater fram the toilet and kitchen
prior to it being discharged to the
reliculated sewerin the strest,
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This interceptor tank collects wastewater from the toilet and kitchen prior to it being
discharged to the reticulated sewer in the street.

Rita Nzrangala is the manager for
Backlog Planning at Yarra Valley Water.
Rita says the project was in planning a
long time before the fires struck.

“We had done a great deal of research
Into wasle management systems
before the fires. Kinglake is a small,
self contained cammunity and hadn't
previously had envirgnmentally friendly
wasle solutions; mest homes consisted
of nutdated septic tanks."

The problem with septic tanks in

PLUMBING CONMECTION | WINTER 2010

regions such as Kinglake is that marvy of
these systems cannot manage wastewal
adequately and can pose a risk to healty
as well as impact on local waterways.
Rila says feedback from residents of
Kinglake hasindicated they are glad ta
see same sort of environmental solution
being installed — some residents have
commented that they try to live an
‘enviranmentally friendly” existence,
“We were looking at solutions with
ecanomic and environmental benefit. 3









